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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



UNITED STATES. 

Viruses, serums, and toxins purchased from licensed establishments 
by boards of health for distribution will, upon request of said 
boards, be examined for purity and potency in the Hygienic 
Laboratory. 

The following letter addressed to State boards of health November 
2, 1907, is herewith published for the information of State and 
municipal health officers: 

Sir : In accordance with the provisions of the law of July 1, 1902, 
governing the manufacture, barter, and sale in interstate traffic of 
vaccines, serums, and toxins, samples of these products are purchased 
in the open market from time to time for examination in the Hy- 
gienic Laboratory as to purity and potency. During the course of 
the year a large number of samples thus obtained are examined. 
It is known, however, that a great many of these products are pur- 
chased from licensed firms and distributed by State and municipal 
boards of health. In carrying out the intent of the law it is desir- 
able to examine the products of licensed establishments which are 
issued to boards of health as well as those which may be purchased 
in open market. The Bureau, therefore, through its Hygienic Labo- 
ratory, would be pleased to examine for your board any samples that 
you desire to forward for that purpose. 
Respectfully, 

Walter Wyman, Surgeon-General. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Gal.— Status of plague — Plague pre- 
vention work — Routine measures for plague-infected localities 
(circular). 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports: November 2. — Cases to 
date, 84; deaths, 54. 

He further reports plague-prevention work at San Francisco car- 
ried out during the week ended November 2 : 

Sick inspected 45 

Plague 2 

Dead inspected _ : 70 

Plague 4 

Premises inspected 7, 395 

Houses disinfected 44 

Houses destroyed 21 

Nuisances abated 607 

Rats found dead '- 725 

Rats trapped : 2, 706 

Bounty rats received 1,577 

Blocks covered with Danysz's virus 1 

Poisons placed 223, 739 
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[Circular.] 

San Francisco, Cal., October 1, 1901. 

Routine measures for plague-infected localities. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO MEDICAL OFFICERS IN THE FIELD. 

Upon the discovery of a case of plague in a block, and when the infection is 
thought to have been contracted in that locality, concentrate a sufficient force 
to carry out, in as short a time as possible, the following measures in addition 
to the disinfection of the infected house : 

(1) A rapid sanitary survey of the infected and contiguous blocks, (a) Note 
the cases of sickness at the time and for the past six weeks in each house; 
(6) number of stables, their condition as to sewer connections, character of 
flooring, number of stalls, and the meat markets and bakeries for the same con- 
ditions; (c) sanitary condition of occupied premises and vacant lots with 
regard to rat food and harboring places; (cZ) note the prevalence of rats, and 
especially if dead ones have been seen recently. 

The inspector will enter every house in search of this information and impress 
upon householders the necessity of destroying rats and rat food and of making 
their homes rat proof. If a case of plague has gone unrecognized in the family, 
as shown by the sanitary history of the house, the facts should be reported at 
©nee to headquarters. 

(2) The rat holes and runs in the infected and adjoining houses should be 
flooded with carbolic solution (1-40) or bichloride of mercury solution (1-500) 
and then treated as follows : Holes in wooden floors to be sealed with tin or 
sheet metal ; brick or concrete, with cement ; earthen holes to be filled with 
broken glass and brick. 

(8) Place poisons, preferably phosphorus and arsenic pastes, in holes and runs 
in the infected and contiguous blocks; (6) place traps, both spring and cage, 
over the same ground: (c) Danysz's virus of high virulence should be placed in 
cellars, kitchens, and households generally. 

(4) Send the sewer men to examine and report on the condition of sewers as 
regards choking, retardation of current, and the presence of dead rodents. Fre- 
quent flushing may be resorted to in order to insure the rapid disposal of 
infected material. 

The fact is often overlooked that it is as important to find and eradicate 
plague infection among rats as it is among human beings. Careful search, then, 
should be made for the cadavers of rats during plague times. Those that have 
died recently should be sent in for bacteriological examination ; bodies in which 
putrefaction has occurred should be burned. 

PLAGUE INFECTION. 

When plague continues to occur in a house or a locality, after a thorough 
disinfection has been done, make a careful search in the neighborhood for the 
cause of the continuance. All harboring places and places in which rat food is 
found in abundance should be looked upon with suspicion. Defective wooden 
floors and walls of the infected house and the adjoining houses may be torn out 
and a search made for rat cadavers. Stables and restaurants may be treated 
in a like manner. 

In 1903, 87 dead rats were found in the walls of a Chinese restaurant. After 
the destruction of this focus no further cases occurred. 

The measures that should be adopted to stamp out rat plague are the same 
as those recommended for human plague. It should be then the invariable prac- 
tice to deal with rat plague in such manner as to prevent human plague. 

THE VACATION OF BUILDINGS. 

(a) All defective buildings in which rats dead of plague have been found 
should be vacated at once, to prevent the occurrence of the disease among 
human beings. The same rule should apply to adjoining houses, (b) Build- 
ings in which plague continues to appear, in spite of the measures enumerated 
above, should be vacated and destroyed. 

These rules are in addition to careful general sanitation, the disinfection of 
infected houses, and the isolation of those sick of the disease. Contacts should 
be kept under observation and inspected daily for a period of eight days. 

Rupert Blue, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon. 
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Doctor Blue further reports: Antiplague operations in Oakland, 
Cal., for week ended October 26 : 

Sick inspected 18 

Dead inspected 32 

Premises inspected 3, 343 

Houses disinfected 4 

Nuisances abated 536 

Rats found dead ^ 49 

Rats trapped 598 

Poisons placed 12,387 

Notices served 122 

Ships inspected 25 

Ships served with notices 8 

Rats examined 4 

Cats examined 2 

Outgoing quarantine transactions. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Hobdy reports, October 28: 
Week ended October 26. Fifty-nine vessels were disinfected dur- 
ing the week. Sixty-seven vessels that had previously been disin- 
fected were certified to as having observed the required precautions. 

Report from Los Angeles, Gal. — Organization of work of sanitation 

and rat destruction. 

Surgeon Brooks reports, October 26 : 

Special work was begun in this city October 25 to cleanse the 
city and destroy rats. A committee, on which I was requested to 
serve, was appointed by the county medical society to confer with 
the mayor and council of the city to urge upon them the advisabil- 
ity of this work. As a result, the board of health of this city has 
been authorized to appoint 9 physicians as medical inspectors (one 
for each ward of the city) , 18 sanitary inspectors, 81 assistant sani- 
tary inspectors (rat catchers), and 140 laborers; and 40 two-horse 
wagons will be hired to carry off refuse. The city health officer has 
complete control of this work. 

Report from Seattle, Wash. — No further cases of plague. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Cofer reports: 

November 11. No further developments in plague. Have em- 
ployed six acting assistant surgeons and three attendants. Have 
sixty men at work. Everything progressing favorably. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS OF MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY, STATES AND CITIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES UNTABULATED. 

Connecticut — Stamford. — Month of October, 1907. Estimated 
population, 20,000. Number of deaths not reported. Case: Tuber- 
culosis, 1. 

Florida — Pensacola. — Month of October, 1907. Estimated popu- 
lation, 22,256. Total number of deaths, 38, including diphtheria 1, 
enteric fever 1, and 3 from tuberculosis. Cases of contagious diseases 
not reported. 



